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new chapter Trans 302 was crcated cffecuve ]a.nuary 1, !933

Trans 302.01 Purpose and sc0pe. (1) The purpose, of
this chapter is to provide a uniform means for identifying the own-
er or operator of vehicles subject to ch. 194, Stats., and private ve-
hicles having a gross vehicle weight of more than 12,000 pounds.

(2) “The scope of this rule is 1o include the marking require-

ments for various types of vehicles transp’orting various commo-’

dities either in private, common, or contract camago opcratmg on
Wisconsin highways. ' '
Hlstory Cr. Register, December, 1982, No. 324, off. [-1-83.

Trans 302.02 Authorlty As authorrzed bys. 194 09, Stats.,

the department of transportation hereby establishes by rule the
identification requirements for vehicles involved jn common,
contract, or private carriage. :

History Cr Reglsler,Docember, 1982, No 324 eff, l 1-83.

Trans 302.03 Definitions. (‘I) “Common maotor carrier”
means any person who holds himself or herself out to the pubhc
as willing te undertake for hire to transport passengers by motor

vehicle between fixed end points or over a regular route upon the

public highways or property over regular or irregular routes upon
the public highways. The transportation of passengers in taxicab
service or in commuter car pool or van pool vehicles with a pas-
senger—carrying capacity of less than 16 persons orin a school bus
under s. 120,13 (27), Stats., shall not be construed as being that of
a common motor carrier,

(2) “Contract motor carrier” méans any person ehgaged in the
transportation by motor vehicle over regular or irregular route
upon the public highways of property for hire,

(3) “Depariment” means the department of transportation.

(4} “For hire” means for compensation, and includes com-
pensation obtained by a motor carrier indirectly, by subtraction
from the purchase price or addition to the selling price of property
transported, where the purchase or sale thereof is not a bona fide
purchase or sale. Any person who pretends to purchase property
to be transported by such person or who purchases property im-
mediately prior to and sells it immediately after the transportation
thereof shall be deemed to be transporting the property for hire
and not a bona fide purchaser or seller thereof. The lease or rental
of a motor vehicle to a persen for transportation of the person’s
property which lease or rental directly or indirectly includes the
lessor’s services as a driver shall be deemed to be transportation
for hire and not private carriage. Nothing herein contained shall
be construed to include motor vehicle operations which are con-
ducted merely as an incident to or in furtherance of any business
or industrial activity.

{5) “Person” means any individual, firm, copartnership, cor-
poration, company, asseciation, including express and forwarding
companies, or their lessees, trustees, or receivers,

(6) “Private motor carries” means any person except a com-
mon or contract motor carrier engaged in the transportation of

property by motor vehicle other than an automobile or traiter used
therewith, upon the public highways.

~{7) "Rental company” means a “lessor” or “leasing compa-
ny”referred to in s5.'194.04 (3) (c) ‘and 194.44 (2}, Stats. It in-
cludes every person regularly engaged in the business of leasing
motor vehicles without drivers or leasing trailers to be hauled or
propelled by a motor vehicle. These rules do not apply to the rent-
ing of automobiles or {railers used therewith when such veh:cles
are operated in private motor carriage, a8 :

History; .Cr. Regrsier, December, 1932 No. 324, eff, 1-1~83

Trans 302 04 Markmg on power units. (1) Except as
otherwise provided in this chapter, every motor vehicle with a
gross weight of more than 12,000 pounds operated by a private
motor carrier and every motor vehicle operated by a common or
contract carrier shall dispIay the following information on both
sides of the power unit whcn operating on the hlghways of Wis-
consin:

{a). The name of the carrier who is operatmg the vehlclc Unless
the vehicle isregistered by arental company or by an owner-oper-
ator, the name of the carrier sha][ appear as it does on the rcgrslra-
tion certificate.

" (b) The city and state where the carrier has its main ofﬁce or
headquarters, except that at its option the carrier may identify its
vehicles with the city and state of a branch office where the vehicle
is domiciled. ;

(c) The authority number wrth the letters TCW erther directly
behind or below the authority number if the vehicle is operated by
a carrier holding authority from the Wisconsin transportation
commission.

{d) The rental company name and rental company number if
the vehicle is rented or leased from a rental company.

{2) For-hire carriers uiilizing vehicles that are rented or leased
from a rental company shall, in addition to the rental company
name and number, be identified as required in sub. (1) {a), (b) and
{©).

(3} Private carriers utilizing vehicles that are rented or leased
from arental company for 30 days or less are exempt from the re-
quirements of sub. (1) {a) and {b).

History: Cr. Register, December, 1982, No. 324, eff. 1-1-83.

Trans 302.05 Empty weight marking. The empty weight
of a power unit, trailer or semitrailer shall be placed on the left side
of the power unit, trailer or semitrailer as required by s. 348.185,
Stats., except that vehicles registered with Wisconsin base regis-
tration may write or type the empty weight on the certificate of
registration in lieu of displaying the empty weight on the vehicle.

History: Cr. Register, December, 1982, No. 324, eff, 1-1-83.

Trans 302,06 Exceptions to marking requirements.
Any common or coniract carrier operating motor vehicles upon
the highways of Wisconsin under authority issued by the interstate
commerce commission is exempt from the requirements of ss.
Trans 302.04 and 302.05 provided such carrier complies with the

Register, August, 1996, No_ 488



Trans 302.06

identification requirements prescribed by the interstate commerce
commission.
History: Cr. Register, December, 1982, No. 324, off, 1-1-83,

Trans 302.07 Alternative marking. (1} Anownerorop-
erator may desire to use arecognized company logo or identifica-
tion which does not fully comply with the requirements of s, Trans
302.04 (1) (a). Application to use an alternative type of marking
shall be made to the Administrator, Division of State Patrol, P.O.
Box 7912, Hill Farms State Office Building, 4802 Sheboygan
Avenue, Madison, Wisconsin 53707, The- apphcanon shall con-
tain:

(a) A full size blueprint, drawing, oractual decal of the type
of alternative marking that the applicant wishes to use,

(b) An indication that this isa recogmzed symbol of the com-
pany.

(c) A letter signed by a company ofﬁccr outhnmg the reasons
wh)r the request for alternative marking should be granted.

(2) Alternative markmg requests shall not be granted if the al-
ternative marking would give afalse or drstorted impression of the
operation of the vehicle.

{3) Theuse of an alternative marking does not exempt the car-
rier from the remaining requirements of s, Trans 302.04. -

{4) Any motor carrier utilizing a logo or other alternative
marking under the provisions of this chapter shall apply for an ex-
emption under this chapter prior to January 1, 1983.

- History: Cr. Register, December, 1982, No. 324, eff, 1-1-83; correctionin {(4)
made under s, 13,93 {2mj} (b) 7., Stats., Register, August, 1996, No. 488.

“Trans 302.08 Size and visibillty requzrements. (1) The

identification reqmred in s, Trans 302.04 shall be at ieast 2 inches
in height with at 1éast Y4—inch wide brush stroke. "The identifica-
tion shall have a sharp color contrast with the backgmund on

which it is applied. The 1dent1ficat_1_on shall remam legrble and_

maintained without deteriotation. -

(2) The identification requirements of this ch‘apter may be met
through the use of removable devices which meet the require-
ments, These devices shall be of durable construction and secure-

ly attached to the power unit. The removable devices must be at--

tached so that the identification is in a horizontal position. The

removable device may not be attached to the side frame rail, The

loss of a removable identification device shall not be a defense to

enforcement action taken for noncompliance of s. Trans 302.04.
History: Cr. Register, December, 1982, No, 324, eff. 1--[-83.' I+

Register, August, 1996, No. 488 -
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Trans 302.09 Obsolete identification. (1) A motor ve-
hicle subject to this chapter may not be operated upon Wisconsin
highways unless current registration has been applied for, or un-
less the registration plates or appropriate decal sticker identifica-
tion have been affixed. Registration plates or decal sticker identi-
fication shall be affixed immediately upon receipt of the plate or
decal sticker and the expired registration identification removed.

(2) A motor vehicle no longer being operated under the terms
of a lease shail have all markings identifying the vehicle as being

operated under a lease arrangement removed prior to operation on

Wisconsin highways.

(3) A carrier holding an authority nurmber 1ssued prior to Octo-
ber 1, 1982, by the Wisconsin public service commission or the
Wisconsin transportation commission which is changed by the
‘Wisconsin fransportation commission shall have until January 1,
1984, to identify the vehicles with the new autherity number, In
addition, the carrier who receives a new authonty number.shati
change the PSCW ieltermg o TCW. '

(4) All vehicles operated by carriers whose authorrty numbers
are not changed by the transportation commission which are iden-
tified with the letters PSCW as previously required under this
chapter are not required to change the identification to TCW. Ve-
hicles purchased after October 1, 1982, by carriers holding au-
thority from the Wisconsin transportation commission shall be
marked TCW unless exempt under other provisions of this chap-
ter. . - : o .

(5) All vehicles bearing a CC prefix prior to October 1, 1982,
which have been changed to a PC prefix by the transportation
commission on October I, 1982, are notrequired fo change the CC
prefix markings on the vehicle. Vehicles purchased after QOctober
1, 1982, by carriers holding PC authority shall be marked with the
PC prefix, unless otherwise exempt under other provisions of the
chapter '

History: Cr.Regisier, December, 1982, No. 324, eﬁ’ 1= 83; correctlonln(4)
made under 5, 13 93 (Zm) (h) 7., Stats, ,Regisler, Augusl, 1996, l\o 488,

Trans 302,10 Additional information. Nothmg it thls
chapter prohlblts the display of additional information or advertis-
ing that does not defeat the purpose or mtent of 1dennfymg the.op-
erator of the vehicle,

History: Cr. Register, December, 1982, No. 324, eff, 1-1-§3.
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